GERMAN IDEAS  ON PACIFISM

THE German love of peace would be abused if it allowed the teaching
of pacifism to gain an entry, for peace fanaticism, doubly dangerous
in its obscurity, tends to enervate the people.

PROF. OTTO VON GIERKE.    1914.    Bibl. VIII, D. 76,
p. 13.

WE must not look for permanent peace as a result of this war. Heaven
defend Germany from that.

PROF. O. A. H. ScHMiTz.1    1915.    Bibl. IX, I29A, p. 19.

PERPETUAL peace would only be possible if the efficient nations were
voluntarily to renounce the full exploitation of their powers and were
voluntarily to restrict the increase of their populations, so that there
should be room for all. But that is an assumption that must be
described as nothing less than unnatural.

PROF. MAX v. GRUBER.    1915.    Bibl. VIII, F. 5, p. 21.

WE know of no pacifist utterances by representative Germans of any
time. The wretched book of the aged Kant on Perpetual Peace . . .
is the only inglorious exception. Such utterances would indeed
amount to a sin against the holy spirit of Germanism, which, from
the depth of its heroism, cannot possibly arrive at any view other
than a high appreciation of war.

WERNER SoMBART.2    Bibl. VIII, D. 192, p. 93.

THE people are unanimous and resolved in pursuing this principal
aim. The plain truth which we meet wherever we look is this:
There is one fear alone among all classes of the people, and that fear
is particularly broad and deep among the masses. It is the fear that
through the delusive idea of foolish conciliatoriness, or through
nervous impatience, a premature, doubtful and transient peace might
be concluded. It is feared that once more the diplomat's pen might
give up what the sword has victoriously won, as happened a century
ago.

The Petition of German Professors, 20 June 1915.

1 Oskar A. H. Schmitz (1873-1921), writer; wrote psychological novels, and
books on England.

3 Werner Sombart (1863- ), economist; Professor at Breslau and Berlin Uni-
versities; chief writings devoted to social questions. Originally strongly influenced
by Marx, but afterwards was a violent opponent of Marxism; advocated national
* Autarkic*.
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